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Minerva Foods’ Commitment to Sustainability         

 

Agricultural production is essential for global economic development 

and food security. It occupies an essential role in many communities 

across South America and in other regions that face major socio-

environmental challenges.  

 

At Minerva Foods, sustainability is one of our five values, shared by more 

than 21,000 employees, and our purpose is a commitment to a 

sustainable future for the planet's food. We are convinced that it is 

possible to enhance meat production and its derivatives, in parallel with 

the reduction of social and environmental impacts, in such a way as to 

position the sector as a driving force in addressing the most important 

challenge of our time: climate change. 

 

“We at Minerva recognize that the sustainability of our business relies 

on the preservation of the ecosystems that support agricultural 

production. Our focus is on acting now to prevent the worst effects of 

climate change, as we support ranchers in implementing practices that 

sequester and store carbon, protect biodiversity and increase resilience. 

Our ambitious goals demonstrate our commitment to sustainability 

and will require strong leadership and collaboration, harnessing the 

best available science to guide all activities," says CEO Fernando 

Queiroz. 
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Within the environmental pillar of our sustainability strategy, 

Dedication to the Planet, we have defined our objective with clear and 

public targets by means of our commitment, which will guide our 

efforts in the coming years.  

 

At Minerva Foods, we aim to achieve net zero emissions by 2035, 15 years 

ahead of the Paris Agreement. We see this pioneering movement, to 

transition to a low-carbon economy, as an opportunity for the entire 

agricultural and livestock value chain. 

 

To achieve this, the company's initiatives fall into three main fronts:  

 

1. Eco-efficiency in managed operations; 

2. Combating illegal deforestation throughout the value chain; 

and 

3. Continued development of the Renove program on partner 

ranches. 

 

Within the first objective, 'Eco-efficiency in Managed Operations', we 

have established the following goals: 

 

1.1 Relative to 2020, reduce the intensity of greenhouse gas 

emissions (tCO₂e/TPA1) by 30%, taking into account scopes 

1 and 2, by 2030; 

 

1.2 Investing in technologies that will increase the efficiency of 

wastewater treatment plants at industrial facilities while 

reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases in the process; 

and 

 
 

 
1 1 Ton of Finished Product (TPA). 
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1.3 Continue to ensure zero net emissions, applying the market 

approach for scope 2, by investing in and supporting the 

production of electricity through renewable energy 

sources. Since 2020, the Company has tracked the 

production of the electricity used in its operations by means 

of Renewable Energy Certificates (I-RECs). 

 

The challenge of tackling climate change cannot be met through 

stand-alone initiatives, as it requires not only investment in tools and 

new industry technologies, but also the participation of the entire value 

chain, as this is where the greatest opportunities lie. 

 

Accordingly, within the second line of action, "Combating illegal 

deforestation throughout the value chain", we have set the following 

objectives: 

 

2.1 Continue to geo-monitor all direct sourcing ranches in 

Brazil2; 

 

2.2 Extend geo-monitoring coverage to all direct suppliers in 

South America by 2030; 

2.2.1 100% of direct suppliers monitored in Paraguay by 

December 2021; 

2.2.2 100% of direct suppliers monitored in Colombia by 

December 2023; 

2.2.3 100% of direct suppliers monitored in Uruguay by 

December 2025; 

2.2.4 100% of direct suppliers monitored in Argentina by 

December 2030. 

 
2 Minerva Foods pioneered the use of geospatial monitoring technology to cover 100% 
of its direct suppliers in all of Brazil's biomes (Amazon, Cerrado, Pantanal, Caatinga 
and Atlantic Forest). 
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2.3 Develop and implement a program for monitoring ranches 

of indirect suppliers in South America by 2030; 

2.3.1 Integrate the Visipec® tool into the Minerva Foods 

geo-monitoring system for the Amazon biome by 

December 2021; 

2.3.2 Provide the geo-monitoring technology used by 

Minerva Foods to the rural producer via smartphone 

application(s), in partnership with the company 

Niceplanet Geotecnologia, by December 2021 in 

Brazil (SMGeo Prospec®) and by 2030 for all other 

countries of operation. 

 

In 2021, we launched the Renove program to facilitate the transition of 

our partner ranchers towards a low-carbon economy. The program is 

designed to promote involvement and joint efforts with agricultural 

producers for the adoption of good agricultural practices that will 

increase productivity and income, in addition to protecting the 

environment through low carbon emissions and sustainable 

intensification of livestock production. The Renove Program is based on 

three essential components for its implementation: (i) training and 

technical assistance; (ii) green finance; and (iii) technological and 

institutional partnerships. 

 

With this in mind, within the third objective, 'Development of the 

Renove program on partner farms', we set out the following objectives: 

  

3.1 As of 2030, source at least 50% of cattle from suppliers 

participating in the Renove program; 

 

3.2 Use scientifically rigorous and internationally recognized 

methodologies to measure the carbon footprint of 
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individual ranches, within a tracked, documented and 

verified system, and to support the establishment of low-

carbon practices; 

 
3.3 Support the restoration of native vegetation in line with the 

United Nations Decade of Ecosystem Restoration, enabling 

co-benefits for biodiversity. 

 

Our ambition to limit global warming is part of a collective effort.  We 

have become actively involved and seek partnerships and coalitions to 

drive the necessary efforts in our industry. We are members of the 

United Nations (UN) Global Compact, the largest sustainability 

movement on the planet, and we actively participate in the Mesa 

Global da Carne Sustentável, Mesa de Ganadería Sostenible de 

Colombia, Mesa Paraguaya de Carne Sostenible and, in Brazil, in the 

Grupo de Trabalho da Pecuária Sustentável (GTPS) and the Grupo de 

Trabalho dos Fornecedores Indiretos (GTFI), among others. 

 

Through this commitment, we remain confident and committed to 

achieving our targeted results. 
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